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We herein conclude our selections from the first Number of the 
Indo-Chinese Gleaner. 
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JEWS IN CHINA. 

It has long been the opinion of some learned men that part of 
the Ten Tribes had tound their way into China, and settled in the 
province of Ho-nan. The following extract from the notes of the 
Rev. R. Morrison’s journey to Peking, are submitted to the con- 
sideration of the reader, 

** [While in the interior] October 10th; had a conversation with 
a Mahomedan Gentleman, who informed me that at Kae-fung Foo, 
in the province of Ho-nan, there are a few families denominated 
the T'eaou-kin-keaou, or the Sect that plucks out the sinew from all. 
the meat which they eat. They have a Le-pae-sze, or House of 
Worship ; and observe the eighth day as a sabbath.”’ 
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The fact of the existence of a few insulated families in the very 
heart of the Chinese Empire, observing religious ceremonies that 
| bear some resemblance to those observed by the Jews, and that 


seem so widely different from any of the Chinese ceremonies of 
worship, is a very interesting one, aud highly deserving of further 
investigation. 

What is their formula of Worship ?—What their number ?—If 
Jews, when did they enter China; and by what way? If not 
Jews, to what other race, or Sect, do they belong? ‘These are 
questions which deserve attentive consideration. 
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EXEOUTION OF CRIMINALS IN CHINA, 


To the Editor of the Indo-Chinese Gleaner. 

Sir, 

On the 2d inst. there were twenty-four men beheaded at the 
place of execution, situated out-side of the southern gate of this 
city. And on the 6th, eighteen more underwent the same capital 
punishment. 

Executions, comprising numbers as large as these, are very fre- 
quent in this place, and excite little or no attention, The Govern- 
ment does not give publicity to the causes of the capital punish- 
ment of so many malefactors ; the daily-paper coldly mentions 
that they were beheaded, and that the execution had been.announ- 
ced to His Excellency the Viceroy. There are no confessions, no 
dying speeches, no account of the behaviour of the unhappy vic- 
tims ofthe offended laws, at the last awfal scene ; no Minister of 
religion attends to urge them to repentance, in the hope of Divine 
Mercy ; though human laws cannot forgive. 

The posture ot execution is singular. They are obliged to 
kneel with their faces towards the residence of the Emperor, and, 
bending forward in the attitude of submission and thanksgiving, 
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have the head severed from the body by a skilful blow with e 
sword. 

Some men, from their sufferings in prison, which is generally so 
loathsome and horrible a place, that it is called T’e-Yuh, ‘* Hell,”’ 
and from fear, cannot support themselves in the position required. 
Others, go out of this life, threatening vengeance to their prosecu- 
tors in the life to come ; i. e. when, in their apprehension, they 
shall have passed through the Metempsychosis and returned again 
to live as before in this world. 

Canron, CuHina, Yours, &c. 

March 9, 1817. AMICUS. 


On perusing the above, various reflections will offer themselves 
to various minds. What different feelings would so awful a spec- 
tacle have excited in any Free and Christian Country, from those 
excited by it in China! Paganism, even the most refined, is not 
in its nature adapted to eherish the nobler feelings of the human 
heart. A genuine commiseration towards guilty sufferers and cor- 
dial forgiveness of undeserved punishment, are the productions of 
Cunistsamity, and of it alone. It has been generally thought, 
considering the vast population of Chiva (which has, however, 
been lately discovered to be one third less than was formerly 
supposed) that very few criminal executions take place in the course 
of a year. But this, it would seem, is a mistake: more than one 
thousand criminals suffer death annually, in the Province of Can- 
ton alone! A learned Chinese says, that on an average, a hundred 
are put to death by the law in the Province, every month! 


OF THE TEA SECT. 
Translated from the Peking Gazette. 

This Sect is called in Chinese T'sing-cha mun keaou, i. e. the 
pure tea Sect. The name probably arose from the circumstance 
of their making offerings to the gods of fine tea. The following 
paper contains an account of the examination and punishment of 
one of the heads of the Sect; and also the only account of its 
principles and practices which we have yet seen. 

Peking the 2ist year of Kea- 
TRANSLATION. ing, 5 Moon, 27 day, (June 

1816. 

“* Tsong-chang, of the Imperial blood? nd general, in command 
of the city Shing, together with Yung T'soo, holding the office of 
She-lang, kneel down and report.—Profoundly bonouring the Im- 
perial mandate to assemble and rigorously investigate, and deter- 
mine on punishments proper to be inflicted, we respectfully pre- 
sent this document, praying that it may please His Majesty to 
examine it. 

, We* have examined the case of the criminal Wang-yung-tae, 








* We, WVoo-tsae,i. e. slaves—al! persons of the Tartar race in China, 
even the highest, are obliged to use this degrading epithet when speaking 
of themselves. Those of the Chinese race when speaking of themselves 
‘wee chin, which is a more respectable epithet. 
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that is Wang-san-koo, the leader of the Sect, and also the case of 
Wung-chu-urh, Wang-king-tseang, and Wang-tso-peh, to be ba- 
nished on his account. We immediately took the sum of theie 
testimony, and in a former statement reported it At the same 
time, we commanded Wang-king-yu the T'ung-che of Sin-min-tun, 
to proceed quickly to the district of Ee, and, with Foh-séng-o, 
the military Commandant of the Town, to investigate with ri- 
gour and secrecy, whether Wang-yung-tae had delivered his doc- 
trines and made proselytes there or not. We also ordered them 
to call Chow-hing and Kwoh-chaou lung, the masters of the Inn in 
which Wang-yung-iae resided, together with Heang and Paou, 
superiors of the people, to appear and give evidence.~~Shortly 
after this the officers whom we thus ordered, reported, saying, 
‘‘ we have secretly searched and found out that Wang-yung-tae 
fled from the border, and came to the country of Ee, where after 
remaining for six days he was taken up.—We still more minute- 
ly examined and found that the said criminal had not, after his 
return to Ee, either delivered doctrines or made disciples.—This 
is a true investigation.” 

In the present year, the fourth Moon, the twenty third day, 
while engaged in judging of this‘ affair, an official document was 
sent to us from one of the Imperial Counsellors, noticing that he 
had received the Sovereign decree, stating His Majesty’s pleasure, 
which was to this effect.—‘* We have seen the statements of Tsing- 
chang and his constituents, reporting their examination of a cri- 
minal called Wang-yung-tae, the principal leader of a corrupt 
Sect in San-chow, and reporting also the sum of the evidence ob- 
tained in the examination of three other criminals, his accessories. 
Moreover, in course of examination they had discovered that there 
were yet remaining in the province of Hoo-peh, two criminals, 
disciples of Wang-yung-tae. 

We have already sent down an intimation of our will to Ma- 
hwi-yu, requiring him and his constituents to take and examine 
with rigour these persons. 

As it appears from the examination of the criminal Wang-yung- 
tae, by T'sing-chang and others, that he has really made proselytes 
in Hoo-peh, the testimony of the three others agreeing thereto : 

It appears also that the said criminal on returning from Hoo-peh- 
to Sheh-fuh-kow, heard that the unauthorized Sectaries were bring- 
ing to trial, was afraid, and fled to Ee, and other places where he 
concealed himself only for a few days; and moreover that he did 
not deliver his doctrines in Ee. Also, that Wang-chu-urh and the 
other two criminals have not themselves been guilty of practising 
the rules of the Sect or of making disciples, [but they are involv- 
ed in consequence of being related to him.] 

Wang-yung-tae is ordered to be executed, and his body to be cut 
into small preces Wang-chu-urh and the other two are ordered 
to be dealt with as the law directs in cases where persons ape 
involved by the crimes of others. Take thie Edict and make it 
known. Kespect this.” 
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In obedience to the Imperial Mandate, it was immediately for- 
warded to us. T'eh-kih-tsin-tae the governor of Ee, sent forward 
to us Chow-hing and the other masters of the Inn. We again as- 
sembled in Court, called, and strictly examined them. From the 
examination it appeared, that this W ang -yung-tac——otherwise call- 
ed Wang-san-koo, belongs to the Village Shih-fuh-kow, in the dis- 
trict of Lan, in the province of Cheh-lee, and is the descendant 
of Wang-taou-sanz ; but that he removed to the Village Gnan-kea- 
low in the district of Loo lung. 

That his ancestors had delivered down the dogmas of the Sect, 
called T'sing cha-mun. 


That on the first, and fifteenth of every Moon, the votaries of 


this Sect burn incense ; make offerings of fine tea; bow down and 
worship the Heavens, the Earth, the Sun, the Moon, the Fire, the 
Water, and their (deceased) parents. They also worship Fuh ; 
and the Founder of their own Sect. 

In receiving proselytes, they use Choh-hwae (i. e. bam-boo- 
chop-sticks) and with them touch the eyes, ears, mouth, and nose. 
of those that join their Sect, commanding them to observe the 
' Three revertings and the { Five precepts. They lyingly and pre- 
sumptuously affirm that the first pregenitor of the Clan of Wang 
resides in Heaven. 

The world is governed by three Fuhs in rotation. The reign 
of Yen-tans-Fuh, (otherwise called O me to Fuh) is past.—Sheh- 
kea-Fuh now reigns, and the reign of Me lih Fuh is yet to come. 
These sectaries aflirm that Me lih Fuh will descend and be born 
in their Family ; and carry all that enter the Sect, after death, 
into the regions of the West, to the Palace of Immortal Séén, 
where they will be safe from the dangers of war, of water, and 
of fire. 

Because of these sayings they deceive the simple people, tempt 
them to enter the Sect, and cheat them out of their money. Those 
who join them are all called ** Yay.”§ That the criminal had 
two brothers, now dead, who formerely promoted the Sect in 
Hoo-peh and in Shen-see. ‘That in the 6th Moon of the 15th year 
of Kea king, the criminal being poor and finding it difficult to live, 
went to Han-kow in the province of Hoo-peh, where he resided 
for a time, telling the people the advantages of entering the Sect ; 
hoping to gain proselytes and cheat them out of their money, Ac- 
cordingly See-chaou-kwi, #ang-wanping and others, of that place, 
honoured him as their leader, expecting to receive the doctrines 
of his ancestors. Every person that joined him gave money, of 
the current coin, from several times ten to upwards of ten thou- 
sand Wan.” || 








——s 


+ Three revertings—are three conditions to be observed by those whe 
join the Sect. 

t Five precepts—whether these are the five observed by the Sect of Fuh 
or not, we have not been able yet to learn.—The five precepts of the Sect 
of Fuh, will appear in a future number. 

§ Yay is an epithet of honour and respect, such as “Sir, Master, &.’”? 

| Wanis a gmall copperx coin, 800 of which go for a Spanish dollar. 
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After enumerating various circumstances relative to the appre- 
hension of Wang-yung-tae, the report concludes by stating that in 
obedience to the Imperial order, he was to be cut in small pieces, 
and his head publicly exposed on a pole, as a warning to the peo- 
ple. “That his nephew Wang-chu-urh should be delivered over to 
the Mahomedans as a slave in their city. His other two relatives, 
Wang-king-tseang, and Wang-tso-peh, were to be delivered over to 
the Viceroy of Cheh-lee to be banished wherever he should deem 
proper. The other members of his family were to become slaves 
to Government, and his property to be confiscated. 

—>— 
THE VIDYALAYA, 
* Or Hindoo Collere, at Calcutta. 

Amonc the extraodinary events of the present times, which in- 
dicate the rapid advance of mankind toward that grand era of Truth 
and Love, for which Christians sedulously labour and devoutly 
pray, the institution of a College at Calcutta, by the natives them- 
selves, is one ofthe most singular. The Institution is remarkable, 
as being the first which has been formed for English instruction, 
PROJECTED, SUPERINTENDED, and surrortep, by the Natives 
themselves. Surely every serious observer of the conduct of Di- 
vine Providence must view this new institution with amazement. 
The School is proceeding in its course silently, but effectually. 
1 am afraid to say all that I feel on the occasion; as my expecta- 
tions are, perhaps, too sanguine. Let us stand still and see the 
salvation of God! 

The primary object of this Institution is, the tuition of the sons 
of respectable Hindoos, in the English and Indian languages, 
and in the literature and science of Europe and Asia. 

The College shall include a School and an Academy. The for- 
mer is to be established immediately ; the latter as soon as may 
be practicable. 

In the School shal} be taught English and Bengalee Reading, 
Writing, Grammar, and Arithmetic, by the improved method of 
n struction. The Persian language mav also be taught in the 
school, until the Academy be established, as far as shall be found 
convenient. 

In the Academy, beside the study of such languages as cannot 
be so conveniently taught in the School, instruction shall be given 
in History, Geography, Chronology, Astronomy, Mathematics, 
Chemistry, and other Sciences. ; 

The Managers will determine at what an age students shall be 
admitted to the school and Academy. The English languages 
shall not be taught to boys undereight years of age, without the 
permission of the Mannagers in each particular instance. 

Boys who are distinguished in the School for proficiency and 
good conduct shal) receive further instruction in the Academy, 
free of charge. 

[Lond. Miss, Chron, 
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OTAREITAN PRIESTS. 

There isa considerable order of Priests, who are divided into 
two classes, the T’ahowra Morai, and the T'uhowra ’Tooa. 

The Tahowra Morai are the Priests who officiate and present 
the offerings at the Morai, the sacred place appointed for those 
services, and always accompanied with prayers, and these some- 
times of considerable length. One of the most ingenious and at- 
tentive observers of mankind suggested to me, what was afterwards 
fully confirmed by the testimonies of others, that the language of 
the ceremonies of religion, and of the priests on those occasions, 
was wholly different from that in common use, and, he is persuaded, 
not understood by the natives themselves ; and he supposed that 
even the priests, though they have retained the words,#have no 
knowledge of the language.—Omai would often chant a kind of 
hymn or prayer on tbe quarter deck, but could never explain the 
meaning of the words he uttered ; nor could those who were per- 
fect masters of the language spoken, by long residence in the 
island, understand any thing they heard, or procure information on 
the subject. Whether it be a piece of priestcraft to affect mystery, 
or a traditionary ritual, transmitted from father to son, in a tongue 
once perhaps sacred, but now lost, seems inexplicable. Lieut. 
€ says, he thought it metrical. 

The chiefs on occasion seem to officiate as priests, in making 
offerings, and praying for their friends when sick ; but the great 
burden rests with the priesthood, and they are called upon on all 
occasions of births, deaths, feasts, sickness, calamities, &c. so that, 
though they are a numerous body, they have plenty of employ- 
ment. 

Minni Minni, seems, according to Lieut. Corner and Capt. New, 
to hold a distinguished rank among them, and to be a chief Priest, 
and high in Otoo’s favour. 

They have an ark or chest in which is kept a bundle of feathers, 
a sacred Teraphim, and called by the name of Etooa, without 
which, he said, they could do nothing. This ark, Lieut. C 
particularly examined with his Bible in his hand, and it answered 
exactly to the dimensions of the ark of the covenant in Leviticus. 
The Lieutenant asked Minni Minni, if this Etooa was destroyed 
or lost, what he could do then? Minni laughed, and said, his 
ancestors had brought this Etooa into the island, and, on occasion, 
knew where to find one of the same sort. This ark seems to mi- 
grate with the chief Priest to other islands, being with Minni Minni 
at Huaheine when Capt. New arrived, but returned to Matavai 
during his stay. Jordan, an English resident on the island, also 
assured bim, that this priest was an arrant juggler, who, pretending 
to consult the Etooa, went behind a screen, and praying in one 
tone of voice, answered himself in another, which he affirmed to 
be the answer of the Etooa to bis prayer. 

But there are a peculiar class of priests, who are.called Tahowra 
*tooa, the priests of the deity, who pretend to the most extraordi- 
nary inspiration. These also are numerous. Some of them pretend 
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ouly particular communication, with one only of their deities ; but 
eome affect intimate union with the three superior Etooas, and are 
consequently respected as men of singular endowments, and gain 
themselves great attention by their skill in performing their parts 
in this kind of service. Indeed, they manage the process with so 
muc! Cunning and address, that some of our own people were stag- 
gered, and ready sometimes to suppose the appearances truly su- 
pernatural. It is chiefly on the more momentous occasions that 
these priests exhibit, as the supreme deity must not be troubled 
about Matters of less importance: but in the view of war, under 
great calamity, the sickness of a chief, and the like. They are 
dressed in a most fantastic garb, enriched with ted aud black fea- 
thers, to Which they suppose the Etooa partial, that as soon as ever 
the offering is made, he descends on the Morai in one of their 
gacred birds like a heron, and at their call passes into their bodies : 
instantly the priest begins to stretch and yawn, to rub his arms, 
and thighs and legs, and his whole body becomes convulsed, and 
inflated, a8 if it was ready to burst. His eyes are thrown into the 
strangest contortions, sometimes wildly staring, sometimes almost 
closed up, and every limb and feature appears to have undergone 
some sudden and surprising change. ‘The speech sometimes is 
low and muttering, with a peculiar kind of terrible squeaking at 
intervals ; sometimes the voice is raised to the most stupendous 
pitch, as if bursting for utterance. Though his discourse is intelli- 
gible, he affects not to know any of the persons which are around 
him, nor to be himself sensible of what he is utteting ; yet what is 
spoken on these occasions passes for oracular, and the very voice 
of God. Thus whatever he asks for, if it can be obtained in the 
island, it never is refused : and, om these occasions he often makes 
pretty large demands, though he professes himself to know nothing 
that hath passed. He has always, however, a colleague and as- 
sistant of the same trade, who takes care to note down what the 
Etooa demands, and the person, on whose account the Etooa thus 
condescends to come down to earth, and give his responses, care- 
fully accomplishes all his injunctions.—When the deity quits the 
pretended inspired Priest, he doth it with such violence and con- 
vulsions, that the body is left motionless on the ground, and this is 
contrived at the moment when one of the sacred or Etooa birds 
takes his flight from the Morai, into whom the Etooa is supposed 
to return. On the first symptoms of returning life, he utters a 
loud shriek ; and sometimes appears as awaking out of a profound 
sleep, and unconscious that any thing hath happened. 
> Ga 
AFRICAN GENIUS. 

It is disputed whether Africans possess a genius for improvement, 
a foundation in their nature, on which improvements way be rais- 
ed. As this dispute has sometimes been conducted, it amounts to 
this question—whether the Bible history is true, and God has ac- 
tually ‘* made of one blood all the nations of men, who dwell on 
the face of the earth:” or whether the Bible be false, and the 
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several nations have had as many distinct first fathers, as there are 
diversities of complexion and character existmg amongst men? Let 
the infidel prove his position if he can, and enjoy the special and 
diabolical satisfaction of having taken away the last hope of man ; 
but let the christian beware how he harbours, for a moment, princi- 
ples which lead to infidelity, the bosom of eternal night and misery. 

Laying. aside, however, the reveries of ** philosophy falsely so 
called,” what is the faet,—under all their disadvantages, what 
have Africans been able to perform ? 

There was a time, when at Rome, who became soon after the 
mistress of the world, it would not have been a question whether 
Africa could boast at leasst of military prowess ; for her rival, Car- 
thage, an African government, bad too recently sent her implaca- 
ble Hannibal to thunder at the gates of the proud city ; and not 
the Roman arms, but the vineyards of Capua defeated the tri- 
umphant invaders. The famous ‘‘Delenda est Carthago”’ proves 
how much Cato dreaded the military arms of Africa. But this is a 
sort of infernal excellence. 

What then was the learning of Africa? We know she has been 
famous for learning. ‘The Alexandrian library was a monument 
scarcely less prodigious than the pyramids, which are to this day 
the wonder of the world. When the Khaliff Omar ordered it to the 
flames, the Alexandrian (library made fuel to heat for six months 
the baths of the city : this was Africa. 

What has Africa done for religion? Africa has, according to the 
received account, given to the world the Septuagint version of the 
Old Testament Scriptures ; a work of incalculable benefit; a work 
which the holy Redeemer and his apostles read and quoted in their 
discourses.. Africa was once adorned with christian churches, and 
her extended plains, sprinkled with communities of the faithful, 
resounded with the praises of redeeming love. Africa fell late be- 
fore the corruptions of the secularized church. She long withstood 
the prevailing errors: purity of doctrine, purity of disipline. pow- 
er of religion, have all distingushed the Afriean churches. Africa 
has furnished a noBLe anMy OF Martyrs for the * testimony of 
Jesus.”’ _ Africa has had distinguished theologians, teachers of chris- 
tian doctrine. Some of the most eminent of the christian fathers 
taught in Africa. Augustine, and Cyprian, luminaries of the chris- 
tiam church, were natives of Africa; Europe and America acknow- 
Jedge their worth to the present day. 

O Africa! despised, insulted, injured, bleeding Africa! Is it not 
enough that the sword of persecution ‘‘made hayock of thy 
church ?” is it not enough that the Roman ambition ravished thy 
country ? is it not enough that the dark cloud from the bottomless 
ptt, Kev. ix. 2. that Mahomedan delusion and desolation overcast 
thy sky, blasting and annihilating the remains of culture and 
refinement? is it not enough that the victims of slavery have 
been sought from thy bosom by the foulest corruption, and by 
barbarous wars, originated and fomented to fill the market with the 
‘*sinews and the bones of man?” is it not enough that every 
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avenue to intellectual improvement has been closed, and the most 
direct methods employed to corrupt thy moral and debase thy 
intellectual man ? is it not enough, but we must deny the existence 
of thy germ of genius, the possibility of thy intellectual elevation ” 
Double distilled injustice !! 
Full many a gem of purest ray serene, 
The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear ; 
Full many a rose is born to blush unseen, 
And waste its sweetness on the desert air. 

The writer intended to have cited some specimens of Africak 
genius, and capacity for improvement; but another time must be 
chosen. A. B. 

Montgomery, Nov. 14. Christian Messenger. 

a Che ee 
FROM THE MISSIONARY REGISTER. 
Formation and importance of the Bible Society in Malta. 

We are most happy to announce the formation of a Bible so- 
ciety in a spot so favourable as Malta for the circulation of the 
Scriptures. The establishment of this institution is no common 
occurrence. 

The part which the head of the Roman Catholic church has 
lately taken, in opposing the circulation, without note or com- 
ment, of the pure word of God, has thrown difficulties in the way 
of the formation and operation of Bible societies in countries 
where, like Malta and a great part of the European coast of the 
Mediterranean, the power of that church is dominant : but there 
are multitudes, even in that communion, who have so felt in 
themselves and witnessed in others the benign influence of the 
Scriptures, that they consider it criminal to withhold this bread oj 
life from perishing souls, and some, in the true spirit of martyr. 
dom, are willing to encounter the loss of all things, rather than 
hide the sacred light under a bushel. 

But all the other christian churches round the Mediterranean, 
besides the Roman Catholic, are so far from inhibiting or fettering 
the circulation of the divine word, that they receive it, when 
offered to them, with joy and gratitude, and hail with exultation 
the prospects of its free distribution among them ; and in thus 
acting, they are drawing a deeper and broader line of distinction 
between themselves and the Roman church than history has yet 
shown ; and will, doubtless, recover the primitive truth, and 
simplicity, and energy of the christian church, in proportion a: 
they open among themselves a free access for the light of the 

Scriptures. 

We are, indeed, sufficiently aware, that, by treaty, the Roman 
Catholic creed is to be left in undisturbed possession of Malta. 
But neither ought Christian missionaries in Malta, nor the support- 
ers of a Bible society there, to awaken any jealousy in the minds 
of Roman Catholics. ‘Their object is, the diffusion of the truth, 
and of the records which contain it, wherever, particularly on the 

shores of the Mediterranean and the Euxine, men are found willing 
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to receive them. Besides the numerous tribes of Greek, Armeni- 
an, Syrian, Coptic, and Abyssinian Christians, who are eager to 
receive the Scriptures, the Jews and Mahomedans, scattered on 
the shores of these great inland seas, accept with thankfulness, 
copies of the divine work. 

And, by the good Providence of God, the Scriptures are in 
preparation for all these tribes. ‘The British and Foreign Bible 
Society, with the Bible society of the Russian empire, and their 
numerous fellow-labourers, will, at mo great distance of time, 
almost renew the wonders of the day of Pentecost. Parthians, 
and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and 
in Judeu, and Capadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and 
Pamphilia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Lybia about Cyrene, 
and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians— 
all will read in their own tongues the wonderful works of God !— 
The Arabic, Persian, Turkish, Tartar, Armenian, and Syriac 
Scriptures are in part published ; and measures are taking for their 
completion. Mr. Jowett will devote himself to the modern Greek : 
the Jews’ Society has nearly finished the Hebrew New Testament : 
and measures are in progress for preparing the Ethiopic, for the 
revival of the Abyssinian churches. An abundant supply of the 
sacred oracles in all the European Janguages is ready, wherever 
wanted. 

At such a seasonable time, and under such favourable circum- 
stances, the Bible society at Malta has been formed. It was not 
constituted an auxiliary to the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
because it was thought requisite, in order to allay groundless ap- 
prehensions, to form itself, in some respects, under more re- 
stricted regulations than that society ; particularly with regard to 
italian Scriptures, which, by one of its rules, are to be circulated 
by it only in the excellent version of Martini, archbishop of Flo- 
rence, in order to obviate the objections which have been urged 
against the Protestant versions, . 

The committee of the society consists of three Englishmen, 
three Maltese, and three foreigners. There are three secretaries, 
who are the Rev. William Jowett, the Rev. Isaac Lowndes, and 
Dr. Cleardo Naudi. 

The establishment of the suciety is very much due to the zeal 
and exertions of Mr. Henry Drummond, who visited the island 
from Naples, where he had been actively employed in the print- 
ing of Tracts and the Scriptures im Italian. It was formed by 
the union among themselves of some zealous friends of the great 
cause ; not at a public meeting, assembled as usual for the occa- 
sion, as circumstances rendered that impracticable. We doubt 
not but that the society will receive that countenance and sup 
port from all the friends of truth in the Mediterranean, which its 
objects demand. A main point is gained in the establishment of 
an organized institution.. Its correspondence will immediately 


branch out to perhaps twenty ports round the Mediterranean, in. 
which places the circulation of the rules of the society will make 
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its existence and its plan known, and will guide others in pursu- 
ing the same object. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society has, with its accustomed 
promptitude and liberality, placed the sum of 500/. at the dis- 
posal of the Malta Bible Society ; beside a large supply of the 
Scriptures in various languages. 

=. + oo 
. CHROKEE MISSION, 

We have seen a letter published from the Rev. Cyrus Kings- 
berry, a Missionary in the Cherokee nation. It contains an en- 
couraging account of the prospect of succeeding in the object of 
the mission. Mr. Kingsbury, assisted by Messrs. Hall and Wil- 
liams, it appears, have settled at a place in the nation called 
Chickamaugh. They have raised four cabins, and intend building 
more for school and dwelling houses, and are about to commence 
the building of a mill, and are burning brick and lime for the pur- 
pose of building chimnies, &c. They calculate on obtaining their 
principal resources from the cultivation of the land, raising stock, 
&c. They were then busy on their farm preparing for a crop. In 
the month of June they had 26 scholars, from four to eighteen 
years of age, some full blooded Cherokees, and some partly white, 
Allexcept nine speak the English language. Six of the native 
children, who had been at school before, read the Scriptures, and 
have committed a considerable portion of the Catechism. The 
deportmeat of all the children surpasses the most sanguine expecta- 
tion. They expected a considerable increase to their school in a 
few days. They had established a Sunday School, which also 
sueceeded very well. Their ee which are on every Sun- 
day, are very numerously attended, The congregation is respect- 
able and increasing, [Rel. Remem, 

—— 
SYNOD OF PITTSBURGH. 
Narrative of the State of Religion within the bounds of the Synod of 
Pittsburgh, (Pa.) Oct. 10, 1817. 

The committee appointed to condense the Keports of the Pres- 
byteries on the state of religion, reported. 

‘That it appears from the several reports, that although vice and 
immorality in many places prevail, and that many are careless and 
unconcerned in things that belong to their eternal peace, yet there 
is reason to be grateful to the God ofall grace, that he bas not been 
provoked to take his Holy Spirit from the churches under their care ; 
but that is convincing and converting sinners, and building up be- 
lievers in their most holy faith. 

In the Presbytery of Hartford, there is an increased attention to 
religion, and very evident tokens of the presence of God comfort- 
ing and building up believers, and awakening the careless, in 
some of their congregations. 

in the Presbytery of Erie, there is a general, and in a few of 
their churches, an increased attention to the preaching of the Gos- 
pel; and bible classes have been formed in some, and the concert 
of prayer is observed in most of their churches. 
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In the Presbytery of Redstone, the concert of prayer has been 
observed ; there has been a general and decent attention to the or- 
dinances of the Gospel. Inthe city of Pittsburgh, and elsewhere, 
there are a number of praying societies, and Bible Classes have 
been formed in several of their congregations, and are well atten- 
ded. 

In the Presbytery of Grand River, the state of morals and socie- 
ty is gradually improving ; their congregations manifest an increa- 
sing desire for the preaching of the Gospel. Some new societies 
have been formed, and the number of labourers in the vineyard in- 
creased ; and considerable attention is paid to the education of pi- 
ous young men, for the gospel ministry. Female charitable socie- 
ties, auxiliary education and Bible Societies, and male and female 
praying societies, are multiplied ; and in several places God has 
graciously poured out his Spirit, and numbers have hopefully been 
born into his kingdom. In other places individuals are inquiring, 
with anxious solicitude, what they shall do to be saved. The 
prospects are such as ought to animate, rather than discourage 
such as ought to fill their hearts with gratitude and praise to God, 
and inspire an animating hope, that God, in covenant faithful- 
ness, will ere long, make the wilderness blossom as the rose, 

In the presbytery of Ohio, there is an increasing attention to the 
means of grace. The monthly concert of prayer is well observed ; 
Female Societies, auxiliary to the Western Missionary Society, 
have been formed in several of their congregations, who cheer- 
fully engage to retrench their own personal expenses, that they 
may aid the cause of missions. 

The number of praying societies is also increased ; in four or 


five congregations, there are evidences of a work of the Spirit of 


God; the Spirit of grace and supplication has been poured out, 
many are awakened and anxiously inquiring what they shall do to 
be saved ; some are rejoicing in hope, and exhibiting encouraging 
evidences that God has called them out of darkness into his mar- 
vellous light. 
—4+e— 
JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 
A SABBATH VISIT. 

Ir was on the last Sabbath morning in the year, after having 
heard an impressive discourse on the 16th verse of the 91st Psalm, 
‘* With long life I will satisfy him, and show him my salvation,” 
that I turned my steps towards the chamber of affliction. It was 
a spot far hid from the public eye, but dear to my recollection as 
the scene where I had spent some happy moments in witnessing 
the efficacy of divine grace, in cheering and supporting a poor, tri- 
ed, but patient disciple of the compassionate Jesus. My compa- 
nion was young and in the bloom of health, and | hoped that when 
he had seen what Jesus can do for his afflicted ones, he too might 
be led to love bim. We found the young woman in the room alone ; 
she knew me, and her countenance indicated a lively satisfaction 
that we were permitted to meet each other again. She appeared, 
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en 
- if possible, more emaciated and reduced than when I saw her last. 
mm Her poor thin wrists were fastened by long strings to the bed-posts, 
~ to prevent the ill effects of her struggling during the fits to which 
> = she is liable. The sun shone brightly upon/her bed. I said, 

-’Tis a lovely sabbath-day : I cannot help thinking of that bet- 
- ter sabbath which we shall spend in heaven.” Her eyes spoke 
wil the language of earnest desire. She took her alphabet, (for Ellen 
” is dumb,) and pointed out the following words: ‘‘I have been 
g unable to take any thing but drink for four months ; I have been 
: very near death.”—** And how did you feel then? Did you wish 
4 to be gone ?”’-—‘* Sometimes I did.”—** It is a comfort to know 
le that there is one who feels for you, and that as soon as Jesus sees 
- that you are prepared for heaven, he will come and receive you.” 
nm She raised her finger in token of affirmation, and smiled ; (1 can- 
3 not describe how she looked. )}—‘* Does Satan still assail you as he 
” used to do ?”—** Yes.”,—** How do you resist and conquer him 7 
~ By pleading that you have done well ?’ She shook her head. 
1, ‘* How then ?”—After a little pause, ‘* By looking to Christ.”—-1 
- repeated the following verses: 
e ‘* When language and disease invade 
: This trembling house of clay, 
1 Tis sweet to look beyond our cage, 
. And long to fly away. 
y Sweet to look inward and attend 

The whispers of his love; 


Sweet to look upward and behold 
Where Jesus reigns above. 


Sweet to look back, and see my name 
In life’s fair book set down; 

Sweet to look forward and behold 
Eternal joys my own. 


If such the sweetness of the streams, 
What must the fountain be, 

Where saints and angels draw their bliss 
Immediately from thee.” 


-— “3 
» “S 
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She made no remark ; but we had little difficulty in perceiving 

’ the sentiments of her mind. We were about to leave her after 
: reading a part of the first chapter of the epistle to the Colossians, 
when she seemed to feel a new joy at hearing the well known 
footsteps of her mother, who entered the room, and was soon after 
followed by Jane, another daughter, both of them evidently very 

unwell. Poor Ellen’s story was indeed true ; for four months her 

jaw had been doubly locked, and though craving with hunger, 

nothing could be introduced to her mouth but a little Jiquid She 

has been confined in her bed for nine years, and they are very 

poor, yet she bears all patiently : one thing alone depresses her 

very much; she sometimes loses her reason ; when she feels the 
approach of this calamity, her spirits sink low indeed. Still op- 

pressed as her tender frame is by these accumulated ills, and cast 
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down as her mind often is by doubts and fears, she is not, and she 
will not be forsaken. And she told us that she would not, if she 
could, exchange her present condition for health and the enjoy- 
ment of temporal comforts, without a hope in Christ. We pour- 
ed out our hearts together in prayer, and I trust enjoyed some- 
thing like an antepast of that sweet communion which our spirits 
shall one day hold within the veil, when the inhabitants shall no 
more say | am sick, and where God shall wipe away all tears 
from our eyes. But we had not yet seen all the afflicted mem- 
bers of this interesting family ; we had yet to visit Betsy who has 
kept her bed in a helpless state, by a complaint on the spine, for 
five years. ‘‘ What an affliction, said my young friend, (as we 
walked towards her lodging,) must it be to one who loves the Sab- 
bath and the house of God so well as Ellen does, that she is pre- 
vented enjoying them. ‘The sun shone upon her bed, and there 
was one above, | think, who looked down upon her. How she 
seemed to feel at the name of Jesus!” Blessed be his name, his 
eye is ever fixed upon his people; when he afflicts them it is in 
Jove, nor will he suffer them to be tried above that which they are 
able to bear. We had but a few moments to enjoy with Betsy, 
and they were such moments as I hope never to forget. If she 
had not spoken, | should have supposed that her mind was the 
seat of almost uninterrupted tranquillity and peace. Disease had 
quenched the lively bloom of early youth ; her eyes appeared 
sunk. but there was a silent expression, a calm serenity, a ray of 
peace which nothing surely but religion could have imparted: yet 
Betsy is filled with doubts and fears. Iwill only note down a 
few of her remarks: ‘‘ When I can say, my times are in thine hand, 
I am happy; but | am very unbelieving, and unbelief is so great 
asin, it so dishonours God: this is all my hope, ‘ the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth from all sin.’ If it were not for 
that one word all, | should sink; but as it is said all sin, I hope 
mine may be pardoned: I know that the best way to overcome 
unbelief is by looking to Jesus. If 1 were to be So employed, my 
faith would not be so weak as it is. 

‘«* And yet small as my hope is, I would not part with it ; I would 
not give it up for the world. I don’t wish to be well, Sir, 1 only 
wish to realize my interest in Christ. The ways of God are mys- 
terious: when | hear of useful lives being taken away, 1 often 
wonder why my unprofitable life is spared ; but we shall know 
all; all is wisely done.” I told her that Mr. C. in the morning 
sermon had remarked, that those who say they are so poor, and 
insignificant, that they can do nothing for God, are mistaken ; for 
if they can do nothing else, by a holy example they may recom- 
mend the gospel to others. ‘* 1! would not live to the world,” 


said she, **’but 1 should be afraid of myself, if 1 were restored to 
health.”’ 


Tis religion that can give 
Solid pleasures while we hve ; 
Tis religion must supply 
Real comfort when we die. 
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We again knelt in prayer, and retired with hearts full, I trust, 
of sympathy for those children of poverty and distress, and of gra- 
titude to God, for having invited us to receive that gospel whose 
discourses can support the mind in the lowest extremities, and ad- 
minister consolation when earthly friends zre removed, and tem- 
poral comforts destroyed. ‘‘ How different,” said my companion, 
‘* would it have been if we had gone this morning to visit wicked 

' persons in such circumstances ; we should have found them fretful, 
and impatient, and perhaps swearing!” Yes, and how would it 
have been if Betsy and Ellen bad put off the concerns of religion 
to the present hour! Could they now have borne the voice of an 
accusing conscience, if conscience had been permitted to awake? 
is it not more probable, that the load of their unpardoned guilt 
would have sunk them in everlasting despair, or have driven reason 
for ever from their agitated minds ? 

But they will join the company in heaven. Yes, I believe they 
will, and O how amazing will be the transition! How will surprise 
burst upon the happy spirit set free from the body of pain, and in- 
troduced to the regions of immortal health and peace! How will 
Jesus their sympathizing elder brother step from his throne to wel- 
come them to his arms, and how gladly will they join in the uni- 
versal acknowledgment—*“ He hath done all things well.” Come, 
then, my dear young friends, leave the momentary pleasures of 
the ensnaring world. Let me this day summon you around a Sa- 
viour’s cross. Come, gird on the whole armour of God, resist your 
growing sins, lean upon the strength of Christ, and when your 
mortal strength shall fail, be will make your bed in your sickness, 
he will smooth your dying pillow, and we shall finally, I hope, 
enter on that sweet, that eternal sabbath, which remains for the 
people of God.. [ Youth’s Mag, 

—p— 
(Communicated for the Christian Herald.) 
THE YOUNG MEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF NEW-YORK. 

The Annual Meeting of this Institution was held on the Even- 
ing of the 8th inst. at the School-room in Rose-street. 

The room, though very large, was entirely filled with mem- 
bers of the Society. 

The annual Report of the Board of Directors, which will soon 
be published, was read, approved, and ordered to be printed.— 
After several other motions, one was introduced to approve a plan 
which, from the Report, it appeared the Directors had in con- 
templation—to build, in the out skirts of the city, a spacious 
Mission-house, for the accommodation of the poor attending on 
the ministration of their Missionaries, who had warmly recom- 
mended such a measure as indispensably necessary to the suc- 
cess of their labours. This unexpected motion was abiy ad- 
vocated, and unanimously passed. At the instance of a number of 
the members, subscription papers were immediately put in cir- 
culation, and before the exercises of the meeting were over, there 
was subscribed towards this interesting and important object, the 
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sum of $1028. In addition to this generous subscription, up- 
wards of ¢ 400 were paid to the Treasurer for the regular dues of 
members present. 

The following gentlemen were elected Managers of the Society 
for the ensuing year: 

John D. Keese, President; G. B. Vroom, Ist Vice-President ; 
David S. Lyon, 2d Vice-President ; Jonathan W. Kellogg, Trea- 
surer; Rev. Alexander M‘Clelland, Corresponding Secretary ; 
William Poe, Clerk; Marcus Wilber, Assistant Clerk. 

Other Directors: Kev. James M. Mathews, Rev. R. B. E. 
Mc Leod, Rev. Heary Blatchford, Rev. John Knox, John Nitehie, 
John K, Cowperthwaite, William Tuthill, John A. Lent, Lawrence 
V. De Forest, James R. Manley, Rufus L. Nevins, James Ruth- 
ven, William Smith. 

We understand that Col. Henry Rutgers, with his charac- 
teristic liberality, has agreed:to present to the Society ground 
on which they intend to build a Mission-house of about 32 by 60 
feet. Very liberal additions have been made to the subscription 
lists, since the meeting of the Society, by members who were 
absent, and other benevolent friends to religion and to the poor. 
As a considerable sun will, however, yet be wanting to com- 
plete this valuable plan, each of the Directors is authorised to 
receive subscriptions, and each has a book for that purpose. 'I'bose 
who wish to aid in sending the Gospel to the poor of our city, 
without money and without price, will have an opportunity of 
gratify ing their wishes. 

The annual Sermon will be preached before this Society on the 
evening of the last Sabbath in this month, in the Associate Re- 
formed Church in Murray-street, by the Rev. A. M‘Clelland, 
and a collection taken up in aid of the funds of this interesting 
Institution. 


—_7o 
(For the Christian Herald.) 
PARAPHRASE, 


Suggesied by some sentumenis in an animated discourse lately preached in 
this city, upon the words,— By whom shall Jacob arise, when he is small, 
but by the mighty God of Jacob?” Amos vii. 2. 

“ By whom,”’ the ardent preacher cries, Employing ev’ry hopeful plan 

‘¢ Shall Jacob when he’s small arise ?””/T'o meliorate the state of man. 


God works by means,his church to raise,|By zeal that prompts the enterprise 
And make her thro’ the eartha praise.|T’o frozen climes, or torrid skies, 

To spread the doctrines of the cross 
By Love that overlooketh sect, ++ ° ; ? 
And feels for all a kind respect ; “ Sincere” from the debasing gloss. 
That ali bids welcome to his board, | By social, cordial, candid prayer, 
Who bear the image of their Lord. /That all the heav’nly grace may share. 


By Charity that knows no bound, By Faith that fastens on the word 
Circling our sinful globe around ; Of Jacob’s true and migh/y Lord. 








